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PRODUCT BEVALUATION

F The automatic clutch is the
graatest invention of the 21st
century (at least so far). But
thera are pecple who just
don't get it. They fall into
two categorias:
motocrossers, and those
with severs learning disabili-
ties. Everyone else knows
that the Reklusa z-Start
clutch can engage and dis-
engage a motor with much
more precision than a human
hand.

But motocrossars mostly
usza the clutch for two
things: starting, and a quick
jab to break loose the rear
end. Tha old Rekluse isn't
particularly good for either.
At a National motocross,
have you ever noticed how
all the motors are nearly
pinnad just before the gate
drops? If they used Rekluse
z-Start clutches, they would
just be dragged into the
gata.

That's why the rew Rekluss Pro s
such & big deal. For the first ims, the
automatic ¢lutch has a completaly
functional cverride. I you want to
pretara you haves a conventional
chbzh, you just forgst that it's in
thiera. That lithe lever on the keft side
of the bars acts more or lees nommnal-
he. The Pro uaes the eame idea as the
oniginal z-Start; littke ball bearings
that fling outeard and jam the plates
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Automatic or not, you choose

together. But now the whols mecha-
nigm can pushed off the cltch stack
by pulling in the kever. t's a perkct
aveide,

W tried the new version an two
differant bikes. First, we rode Al
Youngaerth's KT 45060 on frails. 1t
e awsaome. Yol can climb ok
ledges by just teisting the throttle

You can also leave the bike many %

gear and simply never shift—within
ragon. You'll never stall it, but the
taller the gear, the mildsr the poswer
delivery. As you can imagine, if you
stick it in skt and et opsn the
throttks, the biks barsly moves, and
you're not doing your chutch plates
ariy favora, The Reluss will just alip
ared rnaks lote of heat. But you can
ride in third through almost amything.
Super steap hilklimbs weare an issus
with the old Reluse. If the fromt
whesl cames up, you couldn't just
wiark the clutch to get things back
unider contral, you had to roll off,
then amab ancther hardful—usually
youl woulkd kop out. With the new
override, you can work the clutch like
narrnal.

Than we tried the biks on a Horda
CRF4S0R rmctocmes bike, The result:
excallant starts. You have to leam to
fe=l the cutch in a very differant way.
At idle, the clutch has ro fesl at all,
aa if the cabls s pet connectsd to a
light spring. Just akove idle, thaugh,
the clutch lever anape to attention
ared acts farly nomally. After the
atart, you can use tao completsly
differant riding technigques. You can
ugs the cluteh in every comer liks
narrmal, of you can use throttke con-
trel. Face it, most riders uss the
clutzh for braking because they dom't
want to stall. With the Rekluse, our
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450 Honda was almost imposasibls to
stall. We say “almost” becauss i you
raally fry bard and the biks ia i first
g=ar, stalling is possible. But that's
more bacauss of ptting coughs than
raar-brake kockup.

That's the only conceivable disad-
vartags to the new clutch. if your
bike ig jettad poory off the botbam
and has a tendency to cough ard
iz, your life can be sven mor mis-
arabls with the Rekluss. You can't
just bump the seat and gt the motar
to come back to life. Our Honda wes
fine &= long as you didn't pump the
throttle hard, then chop it suddenby—
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The Pro automatc clotch makes
miich easi-
It shoukd be.

afng through I.E_]'jl's
o Now A overide the
mmummmmum#
your bike ke it's normal, it

you fesl the nead

you krow, as kong as you dor't &y to
atall it Ard we never got it to stall in
s=cond gear no matter how hard we
tried.

Ther are lote of ather ntareting
faturas, such as how you can adjust
how aggressiely te chitch sngages
by zhamging the rumber of ballz sm
hiow wou can adjust the rprm of
engegament at the lever But the bot-
o lires is that the Rekdusse remains the
rmzet intriguing product of cur time.

QAr Homnda 450 fest bike was riaaen Al Freave
Iike @ motocrass bike showld be rid- e
den. You can ignore the clutch lever one iz getting much shorter, The z-

o LEs It Start Pro salls for 36963 ard is available

through Rekuss; 265-REKLUSE. O

This is whera the work is done. Those
Uittle bail bearings know much more
about operating & clutch than you do.
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